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FEBRUARY 28, 2010

SUNDAY OF THE
PRODIGAL SUN

s \\ The third Sunday of the period of Great
: Lent is called the Sunday of the Lost Son
according to the Parable of the Lost Son
told in the Gospel of Luke (Luke 15:15-32), the content of which is the following. There
was once a man who had two sons. Upon the request of the younger one he divided his
property between his two sons. After a few days the younger son sold his part of the
property and left home with the money. He went to a country far away, where he wasted
his money in reckless living. He spent everything he had. Then a severe famine spread
over that country and he was left without a thing. In that time of trouble he remembered
his father’s house, regretted for his reckless living and returned to his father’s home.
Seeing that his younger son has regretted, the father received him joyfully. Whereas the
elder son complained, saying that during all those years he had worked for his father like
a slave and had never disobeyed his orders, and however, he had never deserved such
honor. His father answered him: “My son, you are always here with me, and everything |
have is yours. But we had to celebrate and to be happy, because your brother was dead,
but now he 1s alive; he was lost, but now he has been found.”

The elder and the younger sons are the righteous and the sinful souls, and father’s
receiving his lost son means that in the same way God receives the regretting sinner. The
allegoric meaning of the parable is in the elder son symbolizing all those who are
righteous or think that there are righteous. The parable admonishes all of them not to be
self-conceited.
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Sunday, February 28, 2010 No. 9/2010

Morning Service: 10:00 A.M

Holy Badarak: 10:30 A.M

Celebrant: Rev. Fr. Hovsep Karapetyan, Pastor

Pastor’s Assistant: Dn. Leon Khoja-Eynatyan

Ushers: Miss Anne Andonian, Mrs. Betty Dedeyan
Choir: Dr. Hratch Semerjian, Director

Organist: Mrs. Sonia Mekerdijian

Bible Readings: Isaiah 54:11-55:13; 2 Cor. 6:1-7:1; Luke 15:1-32

HOKEHANKIST - REQUIEM SERVICE
For the Souls of: Requested by:

The victims of the pogroms in Sumgait, Azerbaijan

Fr. Vahram Hazarian (40" day) Fr. Hovsep Karapetyan,
M/M Horen & Arpine Panosian, M/M Aris & Alis
Cubuk, M/M Garbis & Nadya Chubukian

Harry & Esther Kavookian Ann, Agnes and John Kavookian
Jack Kazanjian (2 yr.) Mrs. Gloria Kazanjian (wife) and son Alen
Marie Menedjian (40" day) Mr. Hagop Menedjian (husband), M/M Richard &

Dzovig (daughter) Aguero, Mr. Hovig Menedjian
(son) and the family

Marieta Petrosyan (6 yrs.),
Vladimir Petrosyan (4 yrs.) Ms. Manya Petrosyan (daughter)

THE HOSPITALITY HOUR COFFEE TABLE
Is hosted by the
Cubuk, Chubukian, Panosian and Menedjian families
In memory of their loved ones.



OUR CONDOLENCES
To the Guiragossian family

for passing away of their husband, father, and our long-term devoted parishioner
BEDROS GUIRAGOSSIAN
On February 24, 2010.

The Funeral Service: Monday, March 1, 10:30 AM at St. Mary Armenian Church
Burial Service: Gates of Heaven Cemetery
Hokejash: 2:00 PM at St. Mary Armenian Church

PRAYERS FOR SPEEDY RECOVERY FOR:
Zabelle Soghomonian Beard, Keghanoush Boyajian, Michael Dittmann,
George Dunyan, Joseph Kachachi, Vahan Khoyan, George Krikorian, Kay
Mangasarian, Varsenig Markarian, John Najarian, Hripsime Nazarian, Arpine
Panosyan, Horen Panosyan, Mary Perkins, Araksi Prodromidis, Robert Riley,
Agnes Salisbury, Zakar Shahverdian, Vazgen Teymoury, Armine Turmanian

CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Mr. Krikor Deurdulian, son of M/M Toros & Nora Deurdulian (LA), and
Ms. Rita Hagopian, daughter of M/M Haig & Anahid Hagopian,
who got engaged at St. Mary Armenian church on February 20", 2010.

ENTERING THE CHURCH

- Your entrance into the church must be reverent and gentle.

- One of the devotional practices or the Armenian Church (as of all Eastern Churches) is
the beautiful custom of burning candles in front of the holy pictures. While making the
sign of the cross, you say a short prayer for you and your dear ones, then take your
place.

- When you take your place you bow down your head slightly, make the sign of the
cross, & inaudibly say "The Lords Prayer." You are now ready to participate in the
service.

- While entering, if you find that the Bible or the Gospel is being read, or if Havadamk
(the Nicene Creed) is in progress, stay in ante room and do not enter the church until it
IS over.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

TODAY, 7:00 PM A segment on the Armenian Genocide
will be aired on CBS, “60 Minutes”

Wednesdays, March 3,10, 17, 24
Lenten Series: Spiritual Journey toward Easter
LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICE: 7:00 PM
SPIRITUAL DISCUSSION: 7:30 PM
LENTEN DINNER: 8:00 PM
This Year’s Theme — Christian Virtues

Sunday, March 7, 1 AM Mid-Lenten Luncheon by the Women’s Guild

Saturday, March 13, 11 AM

Saintly Women’s Day Commemoration and Luncheon

March 18, 6:30 PM

“Our Shushi: Remembering the Past, Longing for the
Future”, at the Embassy of Armenia. For details see the
flyer in the vestibule.

March 18, 19, 20, 11 AM to 2 PM
Lenten Food Festival

Saturday, May 8, 7:00 PM

Armenian American Medical Association of Greater
Washington is hosting Mother's Day party
at the Embassy of Armenia
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Otunpjup 21 Ubuwnwlh Yhpwlh
Uwpun 6 Uppngt Epniuwntidh Zndhwt Zuypuybnh, huyng Znghwuttu
Odutgh Zujpuybtnh, Znghwt Npninutgh b Aphgnp Swplwugh
Jupnuuybnubkph hhpwnwlnipjut op

FEAST DAYS
February 28  Sunday of the Lost (Prodigal) Sun
March 6 Commemoration of St. John the Patriarch of Jerusalem, Armenian

Patriarch St. John of Otzoon, St. John of Vorotan and St. Gregory of
Datev
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Zuyuunnuyuyg Unwpbjuljut Unipp Bitntght wywohiwpnipjut b wuhph vh
qtintghl] opowti £ vwhdwilk] hwjuwunwgyujubph hwdwp, nph hpwyhtbphg mnt-
pupwbynipt hp wtduinidu nith Uundwswotsh npbk yuwwndnipjuup hudw-
wwunwupiwt: Uks Mwhph tppopny Yhpwlht nsynud E Ubtwnwlh, pun nt-
jwuh UJbknwpwiunud hhpwnwljynn wiwnwly npnpnt dwuhtt yuwwndnny wnwlh’
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unwd E tput: Udwq npnhtt ndgnhnwd E, np hupp dhown hnp Ynnpht £ Enky, vw-
Juyt tdwt yuwnyh Eppkp sh wpdwtwgh): Zupp yuunwupwind k, np whwp L
nipwfu jhuk], putth np® ny dknws kp, jEuqubwguy: Uduwg, Ypuukp npphubpb
wpnup b dknquynp hnghubpt &b, b husybu huypt £ whwnwl] npynit punni-
tunud, tnyt YEpy £ Uundws £ hp ghpljt wmntnid qnowgnn dknudnphti: Unwljp
twhr hbnbyw) jupwnt nith, np pugwhwynynd £ wdwq npnpmt jepuyupnid:
Ndptp updnud Gu, pk wppup &b, whwnp E untuwhbt ubthwljuwit wbdh dwuht
swthwquig pupdp upshp ntuktwnig:
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UtS Mwhph Eppnpn owpwp optt Zujuwunwiyuyg Unwphjuljut Eykntkght wnin-
inud E 2wy Bylinkgnt tpwbudnp wunduswpub-kljinkguljuiikph Zndhwi O4-
ukgh Zujpuybunh, Zngdhwt Npnunutgh b Sphgnp Swplwugh Juppuybtnubph
hhowwnwlnipjut opp: Up. Znhwttbu Odukght, nphtt UkSwpl) Eu twl hdwu-
nwubkp wtdudp, Zwy Bibkntkgnt uppugus hwjpuybtnubphg b Cun Juppu-
qhpltph hnqlinp nt dinudnp Junwpknipmiithg quin, thwy by Eiwl wpunwpht
Juybpnipjudp’ quhwljuwnipjut 11 mwphubph pupwgpnid (717-728 p. p.) Zny-
hwtibu Odukgh Jwpnnhynup jupnnugk) E phdwljuyl) pniquinujut nt w-
pupwlwb Luonidubphl, wuypwpl] wnuinuynpnipyut nhd: Odukght pnnk)
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ghutiph Uhmipjut wdpuyindwi tyuwwnwlny: Up. Znghwbtbu Odukgh Zujpw-
whwnh ohphup quuuynid E hp huyptuh Odnituhtt Unnn® Upnyh qninh Uppwtbu
(Up. Znjhwtttu) tykntkgnt pulnid, np nupdl] £ udphpujut ntjpinuntnh hw-
Juunwugu hunipjut hwdwnp:

Uhdjutg Juudws Eu Zndhwuutu Npnuntkgh (1315-1388) L Gphgnp Swplwgh
(1346-1410) Jupnuybtwnutph wunitbiubpp: Sphgnp Swplwught' Zwy Blhkntkgnt
«Bnudkd» Jupnuy bkt nt jungnpugnijt wunyjwswpwip, ntuwtkny Znghwi-
ttku Npnunukgnt Unwn, hbnwqumnid hp pupdpuljinht hwugpkg hp niunigsh
ynnuhg hhutws Swplh tywbwynp nypngp: Smphwght hinhttwl £ wundusw-
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nwduwugynid Eu «Fhpp Zupgdwugr-p b pupnqqppbpp: Swpliugnt gpunnid-
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Zuyy kyknkgnt tptp uppbph htwn dkljuntny tnyt opp tonid E twl 4-pn nuph ©-
pniuwnbdh Up. Zndhwt Zujpuybnh hhpwnwlnipyut opp: Gpniuwuntuh hwy-
puy twnp hwynth pupnghs kp:

COMMEMORATION OF ST. JOHN THE PATRIARCH OF JERUSALEM,
ARMENIAN PATRIARCH ST. JOHN OF OTZOO0N, ST. JOHN OF
VOROTAN AND ST. GREGORY OF DATEV

St. John (Hovhannes) of Otzoon, who has also been recognized as “the Philosopher”,
is one of the greatest fathers of the Armenian Church. According to hagiographers,
he possessed both spiritual and mental brilliance. During the 11 years of his reign
(717-728), Catholicos Hovhannes managed to withstand Byzantine and Arab pres-



sures and incursions, while struggling mightily against sects. Hovhannes of Otzoon
endowed to us a rich and priceless literary legacy. His work entitled “Canons of the
Armenians” is the first voluminous collection in Armenian history, which contains
ecclesiastical canons and laws. He is also famous as the author of numerous sermons
and church hymns. Among the most important initiatives undertaken by Catholicos
Hovhannes of Otzoon, is the church council convened in Dvin in 725, with the aim of
reforming the Armenian Church. He also convened the meeting in Manazkert in
726, dedicated to the goal of strengthening the union of the Armenian and Assyrian
Churches.

The tomb of Catholicos Hovhannes is in the Church of Srbanes (St. Hovhannes) in the
village of Ardvi, near his birthplace of Otzoon. The church has remained a sanctuary
for the faithful of the Armenian Nation.

The names of Vartabeds (church divine or archimandrite) St John (Hovhan) of
Vorotan (1315-1388) and St. Gregory of Datev (1346-1410) are closely interrelated.
Gregory of Datev, the greatest Vartabed and theologian of the Armenian Church,
studied under Hovhan of Vorotan, and later raised the famous school founded by his
teacher in the Monastery of Datev. Gregory of Datev authored numerous significant
theological works. Included in his literary legacy are the “Book of Questions” and the
collections of his sermons. He is closely associated with Hovhan of Vorotan, because
as a result of the notes and records made by Gregory, a portion of the literary legacy
of Hovhan has survived to this day.

Finally, the blessed memory of St. John the Patriarch of Jerusalem is commemorated
on the same day, along with the aforementioned three fathers of the Armenian
Church. St. John was Patriarch of Jerusalem in the 4th Century. He is remembered
to this day as being a great orator and a defender of Christianity through his sermons.
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Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. And the Pharisees
and the scribes murmured, saying, ""This man receives sinners and eats with them." So he
told them this parable: "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost,
until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And
when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Re-
joice with me, for | have found my sheep which was lost." Just so, | tell you, there will be
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons
who need no repentance. "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin,
does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? And
when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with
me, for | have found the coin which | had lost.' Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the
angels of God over one sinner who repents.” And he said, "There was a man who had
two sons; and the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of proper-
ty that falls to me." And he divided his living between them. Not many days later, the
younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he
squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great fa-
mine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to
one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he
would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But
when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread
enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and |
will say to him, "Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer
worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.” And he arose and
came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compa-
ssion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, | have
sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son." But
the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a
ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat
and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.'
And they began to make merry. "Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and
drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants
and asked what this meant. And he said to him, "Your brother has come, and your father
has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.' But he was angry
and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father,
‘Lo, these many years | have served you, and | never disobeyed your command; yet you
never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends. But when this son of
yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted
calf!" And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It
was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he
was lost, and is found.™ Luke 15:1-32



