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FEAST OF THE CATHEDRAL

OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN
One of the most celebrated feasts of the
Armenian Church is the day when the

é ‘ ] Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin was es-
ﬂ ”Uﬁp U[d”n‘jJ tablished, according to the inspired vision
of St. Gregory the Illuminator. According

to tradition, and hagiographic sources,
following the declaration of Christianity
as the Official Religion of Armenia in 301 AD, St. Gregory has a famous vision, wherein
the Only Begotten Son of God — Jesus Christ, descends from Heaven, his face lit aglow,
and with the strike of a golden hammer designates the site where the Mother Cathedral
for the entire Armenian nation is to be founded. Hence, the name of the spiritual center
for the Armenians, “Etchmiadzin”, means “the Descent of the Only Begotten” (Etch -
descent, mi - only, dzin - begotten.)

St. Gregory relayed the story about his vision to the Armenian King Tiridates, under
whose royal auspices and support the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin was built. King
Tiridates and Queen Ashkhen participated in the construction, as did the entire capital
city of Vagharshapat by bringing stones from the biblical mountain of Ararat to lay the
foundations. In the site marked by Christ, a Holy Altar of Descent was built.

According of Patriarch Malachia Ormanian, from the days of her establishment, the
Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin has been the residence of the Supreme Patriarch and
Catholicos of All Armenians. Thus, it is the Mother See of the Armenian Church, and as
such, her universal, spiritual and administrative headquarters. Another title bestowed
upon the cathedral is “Catholic” - not to be confused with the Roman Catholic faith.
Catholic is a Greek word meaning “Universal”. Theologically, the cathedral has been
called “catholic” as a description of the catholicity (universality) of the Church.

The feast of the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin is celebrated 64 days following Easter. A
Divine Liturgy is celebrated, and during services, a special hymn is sung, written by the
eighth century Catholicos Sahak of Dzorap, telling of St. Gregory’s vision and the
Cathedral’s construction.
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SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 2010 NO. 23/2010

Morning Service: 10:00 A.M

Holy Badarak: 10:30 A.M

Celebrant: Fr. Hovsep Karapetyan, Pastor

Pastor’s Assistant: Dn. Leon Khoja-Eynatyan

Ushers: Mrs. Rosemary Arkoian, Mrs. Nairi Pakoyan

Choir: Dr. Hratch Semerjian, Director

Organist: Mrs. Sonia Mekerdijian

Bible Readings: Prv. 9:1-6; Zec. 3:7-4:9; Heb. 9:1-10; John 10:22-30

PRAYERS FOR SPEEDY RECOVERY FOR:
Zabelle Soghomonian Beard, Keghanoush Boyajian, Michael Dittmann, George Dunyan,
Joseph Kachachi, Vahan Khoyan, George Krikorian, Kay Mangasarian, Varsenig
Markarian, John Najarian, Hripsime Nazarian, Arpine Panosyan, Horen Panosyan, Mary
Perkins, Araksi Prodromidis, Robert Riley, Agnes Salisbury, Armine Turmanian.

CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Dn. Leon Khoja-Eynatyan, our Pastor’s Assistant, on his graduation from St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary on May 22, 2010. Der Hovsep and the Parish Council wish him
success and prosperity in his life mission.

THE COUPLES MINISTRY OF ST. MARY
Is sponsoring a Canned Food Drive to benefit the Friendship House. Please donate
canned fish, meat, fruits, soups, stews, chili or other canned goods to this important
community charity. Smaller cans preferred. Boxes are set up in the Church hall for
donations.

ATTENTION ACYOA ALUMNI!
We are proud to announce that the ACYOA will be publishing its first ever commemora-
tive book just in time for its 65th year anniversary. This beautful hardcover book will be
filled with your memories, pictures and stories. Please email acyoayearbook@gmail.com
for submissions and more information.
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HOKEHANKIST REQUIEM SERVICE

For the Souls of:

Yerchanik Bolat, Ovsanna Bolat,
Gulbenk Bolat, Sahag Bolat, Bahar Bolat

Zevart Jamgochian (40" day)

Vahe Hacinli, John & Alice Ajelian,
Ali Connor Bassett, Misak Havloodjian

Mary Kooyoomjian (1% yr.)
Thomas Vincent Smith (1% yr.)

Robert H. Salisbury (3 yr.)

Vaughn Sayian

Requested by:

Mrs. Verjin Bolat and the family

M/M Dicran Jamgochian

Hacinli and Connor families

Dr. & Mrs. Kachig (jack) & Gerry
Kooyoomjian and daughters (Jennifer
Kooyoomjian, Melissa & Vincenzo
Kooyoomjian-LoPiccolo, Jessica &
Travis & Riley Dunn), Carl & Phyllis
Kooyoomjian & family (Lori & Jay
Bellow & children, Jill Kooyoomjian,
and Amy & Anisio Groberio & child-
ren), the Cherkerzian family children
(Richard Cherkerzian, Tanya & Chris
Giancola, Diane & Jim Lyons & fami-
ly), and Mrs. Doris Smith & family

Mother Mrs. Agnes Salisbury and
Aunt Miss Ann Kavookian

Sister Mary Sayian, son David Sayian,
Daughter Carol & Bryan Talanian,
grandchildren Rachel, David and Ani
Talanian, and Clara Andonian



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, June 6, after church: Discussion: “What is an Armenian Christian
Marriage?” Please join us as Der Hovsep leads a spi-
rited discussion on this important topic. This event is
free and child care will be provided.

Saturday, June 12, Noon-5 PM Annual Armenian Alexandria Festival.
301 King St., Alexandria, VA

Sunday, June 13, 1:00 PM Shnorhali School Year End Hantess. Lunch and
Graduation Ceremony. Details in Vestibule.

Friday, June 18, 7:00 PM Book-signing and presentation by Fr. Dr. Zaven
Arzoumanian. He will also be our guest-celebrant on
Sunday, June 20™. Details in the vestibule

Tuesday, June 15, 12:00 Noon Avak Society Luncheon

Sunday, June 20, Noon-4:00 PM ACYOA Red Cross Blood Drive. In Church Hall.
Details in Vestibule.

We encourage the young members of our parish to participate
in the variety of programs that our Diocese offers.

St. Nersess 2010 Summer Conferences:
The living faith of the Armenian Church for young Armenians today

Post High School A.......ccccooeiiiiiiiieeeee, June 11-16

Deacons’ Training Program.................... June 25-July 3
High School Ao July 6-14
High School B.........oooooii July 16-24
High School C...........ooiii August 3-11
Junior High School..................... L. July 26-30
Post High School B...................l, August 13-19

Take the brochure with more information and the application form from the vestibule
table.

Saint Vartan Camp 2010 (for campers ages 8-15)

St. Vartan invites all children to experience a place where Armenian faith and culture are
nurtured and nourished, a place every child can call “home”. Take the brochure with
more information and the application form from the vestibule table.

Boyajian Choir Leadership Development Program (August 15-22) This three-year
program is open to students age 14 and up who are interested serving their church as a
Choir Director in the future. Details to follow.
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FEAST DAYS

June 6 Feast of the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin

June 7 Commemoration of the Children of Bethlehem, Acacius the Witness,
Movkima the Priest and Kotriatos the Soldier

June 8 Commemoration of St. Nooneh and St. Maneh

June 10 Commemoration of St. Princes Sahak and Hovsep and St. Martyrs

Sarkiss and Bagos
June 12 Commemoration of St. Nersess the Great and St. Bishop Khad
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COMMEMORATION OF ST. NOONEH AND ST. MANEH

St. Nooneh and St. Mane were two of the companions of St. Hripsime, who being
persecuted by the King Dioklethianos, had left Rome and reached to Armenia.
However, the nuns were not destined to die together with their companions. Reach-
ing Armenia together with her companions St. Mane left them and went to the
Mountian Sepouh, in Ekeghyats region, where remaining isolated in a cave, lived an
ascetic life. St. Mane lived an “angel’s life”, strengthened by means of prayers and
divine consolation, and later the cave was called by her name “Mane’s cave”. Hagio-
grapher presents interesting information concerning the last days of life of St. Maneh.
During that same period St. Gregory the Illuminator also wished to leave the society
and to live his last days in seclusion. With that goal he went to the Mountain Darag-
hanyats and chose as a place for living the same cave in which Mane was living an
ascetic life. Approaching the cave, he heard the voice of the nun asking to return to
the cave three days later. Respecting the wish of the nun, St Gregory returned to the
cave three days later and finding the nun dead, buried her body in the cave in 323.
The nun St. Nooneh (in the Georgian sources Nino) escaping the persecutions of the
Armenian King Tiridates, left for Georgia, the capital city of Metskhita. There she
continued to live a prayerful life and preached the Gospel, as the result of which the
entire nation was converted to Christianity. Becoming famous for the miracles she
worked and for her philanthropic activity, Nooneh was taken to the royal palace,
where she healed the sick queen. Refusing of all precious gifts, Nooneh continued
preaching the Gospel. The Georgian King Mihran, immediately feeling the might of
the unknown to him God, was converted to Christianity. The Gospel was preached
also to the state officials of the country. As the result of all these events, upon the
advice of Nooneh a delegation was sent to the Armenian Pontiff St. Gregory the
[Nluminator and the Armenian King Tiridates asking to send clergy for performing
baptism and realizing spiritual service. Thus, St. Nooneh became the apostle of
Georgia.



22Then came the Feast of Dedication(! at Jerusalem. It was winter,
2and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon's Colonnade.
24The Jews gathered around him, saying, "How long will you keep
us in suspense? If you are the Christ,[) tell us plainly." ?*Jesus ans-
wered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in
my Father's name speak for me, 2but you do not believe because
you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them,
and they follow me. %I give them eternal life, and they shall never
perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who
has given them to me, is greater than all“); no one can snatch them
out of my Father's hand. ¥l and the Father are one."

John 10:22-30

“Ujt dudwbiuly Gpniuwnbunid tnwwph Lutwljuinhph ol
kp, kL &ukn Ep: 26 8huntu oponid kp tnw&wph dke, Unnnunth
upwhnud: *Zpkwbkpp tpw omipop hunwpnikghtt nt wuwght.
«Uhlskt & pp Ubp hnghtt ywhwp hwiku. kpk g bu phunnup,
hwdwpdwl] wuw dhgy:  *S8huntu wunwupiwikg tpubg b
wuwg. «Xtq wuwgh, G hud skp hunwwnnid. wyu gnpstpp, np tu
wind kU hd Zop winiting, npuitip JYuymid ki pd dwuhb: *°Puyg
nnip skp hunwwnmy, npnyhkinbkt hud nspowpubphg skp. “'hd
nshowpubpt hpd dwyup punud B, B Bu dwbwsmd B bpwbg. G
tpwip qunt ki pu jhknkithg Pk Lu tpubg Yp wnwd
juthnbuwlwt YEwbp. Gt bpwp skt §npsh jurthnbwi. G ny np
tipwlg hU &knphg sh juthonwlh: “PU Zugpp, np tpubg hud
wnnitg, wdkuphg Ukd E L hd Zop dbknphg ns np sh wpnn nshus
jurthoinwliky: *Gu b hd Zugpp Uh kupy:
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