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Pomegranates were blessed by Der Hovsep          

Karapetyan and Der Kapriel Mouradjian at St. Mary 

Church on Sunday, December 30th, 2018. In 2015 

the Supreme Patriarch of the Armenian Church, 

His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of all Armeni-

an,     introduced a new service for the Blessing of 

the Pomegranates. The pomegranate is one of the 

seven     biblical species of fruits and grains, at the 

Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin. Throughout the 

centuries, the pomegranate has been woven into 

Armenian architecture, cuisine, art, manuscripts, 

literature and liturgical vestments as it represents 

life, fertility, and       abundance.  

Pomegranates were blessed after the Badarak and distributed to the faithful with a wish to bring           

prosperity and abundance in the year 2019. 

The Armenian community of Greater 

Washington and Baltimore ushered in 

the 2019 New Year at the Regency 

Ballroom at the Hyatt Regency in 

downtown Bethesda, Maryland. Over 

350 guests attended the event, where 

they enjoyed the back drop of the fes-

tive holiday lights and welcoming re-

marks by Kevork Marashlian who 

thanked supporters in successfully ad-

vancing the group's mission of bringing 

together both area churches and its pa-

rishioners. Der Hovsep Karapetyan  

of  St. Maryôs Armenian Apostolic Church and Der Sarkis Aktavoukian of Soorp Khatch Armenian Apos-

tolic Church were invited to offer their prayers and good wishes for the New Year and Soorp Dznount.   

The evening's entertainers included Bartev and his Band, where they took the stage to warm up and wel-

come the crowd with Armenian music, followed by DJ Chris Habibianôs latest pop songs drawing every-

body to the dance þoor. Guest enjoyed a three-course plated dinner, and at the stroke of midnight came 

cheers, champagne, and platters of choreg and cheese for each table and dancing until the early morning 

hours.  
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On Saturday, January 5th,  the Jragalouits 

Badarak began with the Evening Service. 

After the Badarak, parishioners and 

friends enjoyed the traditional Home 

Blessing service in our church hall and a 

reception sponsored by the Parish Coun-

cil. 

On Sunday January 6th, St. Mary Church 

then celebrated the glorious Feast of the 

Birth and Baptism of our Lord with the 

Divine Liturgy and Blessing of the Water 

Service. We congratulated Hovsep Se-

ferian, the son of Avedis and Anna Sef-

ferian, who served as the Godfather for 

the Blessing of the Water. Parishioners participated in the liturgy on both days and greeted one another 

with the renewing and joyous news of our Lord's Revelation "To you and us good news! Tzez yev mez 

Medz Avedis! Christ is born and revealed. Kristos tsnav yev haytnetsav. Blessed is the revelation of Christ. 

Orhnyal e haytnutyunn Kristosi." 

Following the Badarak, the Ararat Avak Society catered a festive lunch to over 100 parishioners.  

On January 6th, after our parishioners celebrated the Feast of the Birth and Baptism of our Lord, they       

enjoyed a festive luncheon presented by the Ararat Avak Society. The lavish meal included koufta soup, 

rice pilaf, mushroom chicken, vegetables, green salad, and traditional anoush abour dessert. The parish-

ioners celebrated the holiday in a lovely setting within our church community of friends and family.  

 

Feast of Nativity and Theophany Celebrated at St. Mary  

Avak Society Nativity Luncheon  
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27th Anniversary of the Armenian Armed Forces Celebrated at St. Mary  

On Sunday, January 27th, a special 

Hokehankist prayer service took place at 

St. Maryôs in observance of the    com-

memoration of the 27th Anniversary of 

the Armenian Armed Forces, for the 

souls of all of our freedom-ýghters and 

soldiers who sacriýced their lives for 

freedom and liberation of our Home-

land. At the conclusion of the Badarak 

and Hokehankist service parishioners 

and friends enjoyed a lavish hospitality 

table hosted by the Ofýce of the Defense 

and Military Attach® in the U.S.  

Ambassador Varuzhan Nersesyan, Military Attach® Col. Arman Mkrtchyan and Abp. Vicken Aykazian  

were present, and they expressed their well wishes on the occasion of the Armed Forces Anniversary and 

spoke about the importance of having a strong and brave army for the defense of the motherland and 

Artsakh.  

Pilgrimage to St. Vartan Cathedral and Visit to Armenia Art Exhibit  

On January 12th and 13th, 48 of our 

parishioners and friends embarked 

on an exciting   journey to the    Met-

ropolitan      Museum of Art, in New 

York City to visit the Armenia!      
exhibition and  St. Vartan Cathedral.  

The bus departed early Saturday, Jan-

uary 12th to the Museum. Everyone 

enjoyed the inspirational and marvel-

ous display of the arts and culture of 

the Armenians from the conversion 

to   Christianity in the early fourth 

century through their leading role on international trade routes in the 17th century. The exhibition high-

lighted how Armenians developed their national identity in Armenia at the base of Mt. Ararat, and how 

they preserved and transformed their traditions as they globally populated.  

Following the beautiful and uplifting time at the museum, the group enjoyed delicious Armenian food at 

the Krichian's Grill restaurant in New Jersey. 

On the morning of January 13, everyone traveled to St. Vartan Cathedral to participate in Badarak. The 

celebrant was Fr. Hovsep Karapetyan. The pilgrims were welcomed by the Very Rev. Fr. Mesrop Par-

samyan, the Vicar of St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral and enjoyed the tour of the cathedral and luncheon 

afterward.  

The entire group of pilgrims had an uplifting and educational time.  
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Hayko Bagdat's Presentation at St. Mary  

On January 25 parishioners and guests gathered at St. Mary to honor the memory of Hrant Dink with  

guest speaker, Hayko Baghdat, an Istanbul-Armenian journalist, and writer . In his presentation, Hayko 

Baghdat expressed his views on the direction that the modern Turkish government was moving towards in 

their denialist policies regarding the Armenian Genocide. He also spoke about the deteriorating human 

rights situation presently in Turkey and the state of the Armenian community in Turkey.  

Further, he shared how his life was dramatically impacted in January of 2007 during the funeral of Hrant 

Dink, when the Armenian community decided that two Armenian young men along with a clergyman had 

to escort the funeral hearse in which Hrant Dink's body was being carried. "The two young men came up 

against 200,000 people who came to the funeral to express their love and support, and these two men, sit-

ting in the car, when everything was done, were no longer able to continue their lives the same way. One 

of them was Garo Palian, and the other was me " said Baghdat.  

As a result of his active journalistic activities, Hayko Baghdat was forced to leave Turkey and move to Ger-

many after numerous threats. Today, the 43-year-old journalist continues his ýght for justice and the rights 

of national minorities in Turkey.  
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The Annual Parish Assembly 

took place on February 10 after 

Badarak with 61 dues paying 

members in attendance. Annual 

statements and reports of all of 

the organizations were presented 

and approved. The budget for the 

upcoming year was also ap-

proved. The following individu-

als were elected to ýll parish 

leadership and other positions: 

Parish Council - Artur Sivaslian, 

Onnik Sivaslian, Ara Stepanyan 

and Bagrat Bayburtian. Nominat-

ing Committee - Rebecca Bagdasarian, Robert George and Catherine Sahakian. Auditing Committee - 

Vladimir Shekoyan. Investment Committee - Sarine Zenian. WED Scholarship Committee - Rebecca Bag-

dasarian.  

We congratulated all the newly elected ofýcers and wished them success in their ministry to our church. 

Annual Parish Assembly  

St. Mary's series of Bible 

Study on the Gospel of 

Matthew began January 

8th and was well attended 

weekly until February 

19th. 

Attendees explored the 

Gospel of Matthew and 

took an in-depth journey 

into the heart of God. 

They entered into the dra-

ma of Christ's family tree, 

the birth of our Savior, His 

duel in the desert with 

Satan, and the life-

changing truths of His Sermon on the Mount, the unfolding of Jesus' ministry through His miracles and 

parables.  

Bible Study on the Gospel of Matthew  
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ACYOA Juniors Snow Tubing 

 On February 23rd, the ACYOA 

Juniors youth group enjoyed a day 

trip to Liberty Mountain in Penn-

sylvania. A group of teens, and a 

few of the brave chaperons, 

donned their snow pants and slid 

down the hill at the Snow Tubing 

center! Afterwards they had 

lunch and time of fellowship.  

Special thanks goes out to Cathe-

rine Sahakian for organizing the 

event! 

February marked the 31st anniversary of the attacks on the Armenian population of Sumgait, Azerbaŷan. 

The February 1988 attacks subsequently spread to other cities in Azerbaŷan with sizable Armenian popu-

lations.  

St. Mary Armenian Church held a requiem service for the victims of Azeri aggression on February 24th. 

Commemorating the  Pogroms of Sumgait and Baku 
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A Poon Paregentan Celebration at St. Mary Church  

On Saturday March 2nd, the Women's Guild 

hosted a wonderful Paregentan celebration 

with festive hall decorations and table center-

pieces. Over 100 guests attended and enjoyed 

delicious appetizers, dinner, desserts, and music 

by DJ Bedro.  

The Women's Guild Executive Committee was 

thankful to all those who helped make the 

evening a huge success and continued this won-

derful Armenian tradition before entering the 

Great Lent!  

The ýrst four of a six-night Lenten 

series took place in 

March. Parishioners and friends 

came together for a worship ser-

vice, spiritual presentation, and 

dinner with this year's theme enti-

tled "Leading to Easter: Searching 

the Soul". This topic concentrated 

on the journey through Lent medi-

tating on the last three chapters of 

the Gospel of Matthew. The season 

of Lent is a time for searching the 

soul through the lenses of the peo-

ple closest to Jesus in His last 

hours. The last three chapters of 

Matthew are a juxtaposition of sto-

ries. 

Fr. Hovsep Karapetyan, Miss Becky 

Bagdasarian, Mr. Avedis Seferian 

and Mr. Eric Ashbahian presented 

meditations on Matthew 26-27. 

Towards the end of the services and presentations the parishioners enjoyed each others fellowship and 

dinner hosted and sponsored by the Parish Council, Women's Guild, ACYOA Juniors and St. Mary Choir. 

 

Lenten Service, Discussion and Dinner Series  
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On Wednesday, March 13th, the 

Catholic Church worldwide cele-

brated and recognized His Holi-

ness Pope Francis on his 6th year 

anniversary as the leader of the 

Roman Catholic Church. 

Der Hovsep participated in a cele-

bratory reception at the the Apos-

tolic Nunciature in the United 

States of America in Washington, 

DC. On behalf of our Diocese, Der 

Hayr congratulated His Excellen-

cy Archbishop Christophe Pierre, 

Apostolic Nuncio.  

Many congressmen, ambassadors, 

diplomats and other dignitaries also attended this event to offer their congratulations.  

Celebration of the Sixth Anniversary of His Holiness Pope Francis  

Saintly Women's Day Celebration  

A beautiful Saintly 

Women's Day (SWD) 

commemoration took 

place on March 23rd by 

honoring three women 

from the Holy Gospels: 

the woman who touched 

Jesus' cloak, the woman 

who anointed Jesus' head 

at Bethany and the Sy-

rophoenician wom-

an. Robin Darling Young, 

Ph.D., Associate Profes-

sor, from The Catholic 

University of America, 

was the guest speaker. Professor Young's presentation, "Women Saints in the Narratives of Early Christian 

Armenia", was a thought provoking reþection on the three women being honored for the day. 

Almost 100 guests, including many from Soorp Khatch and the Baltimore area, enjoyed a delicious and 

plentiful Lenten lunch prepared by the Saintly Women's Day Committee, the Women's Guild Executive 

Committee and a few volunteer members of the Women's Guild. 

The St. Mary Women' Guild Executive Committee was grateful to the SWD Committee and the volun-

teers for their hard work and dedication to their guild, their church and their community. The Executive 

Committee  was thankful to all those who supported the event with their attendance and ensured it's suc-

cess.  
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St. Mary ACYOA Jr. Lock-in  

Our ACYOA Juniors held 

their annual lock in 

at St. Mary Church on 

March 15-16. The event 

was both fun 

and spiritually fulýlling 

for our youth. Thirteen 

Junior members gathered 

for activities, games and 

spiritual connection, facil-

itated by Ms. Becky Bag-

dasarian, Mr. Eric Ashba-

hian and Mr. Daron Bed-

rosian. In the evening 

they participated in a 

beautiful peace service led by Der Hovsep. Der Hayr also gave them a message and explained the purpose 

of the Lenten period in our church, it's true meaning and how to effectively keep Lent in their hearts and 

minds.  

The teens enjoyed pizza and snacks while they played games and relished in one another's company be-

fore returning home on Saturday morning. Special thanks to Ms. Becky Bagdasarian and Mr. Zaven 

Kalayjian for chaperoning overnight.  

Visit to Baltimore Armenian School  

On Saturday, March 16, Der 

Hovsep Karapetyan was a guest 

speaker at the Armenian School 

of Greater Baltimore (ASGB). 

He spoke with the students and 

their families about the Chris-

tian faith, the Armenian 

church, and the Lenten season 

as we prepare for Easter.  

The children made 'stained 

glass' crafts, learned the proper 

way to greet a Der Hayr 

("Orhnetsek Der Hayr" to 

which Der Hayr responds 

"Asdevats Orhneh"), and re-

ceived small crosses from Jerusalem and 2019 Armenian Church Family Lenten Calendar, with ideas, 

activities, and Scripture readings for a meaningful Great Lent.  

ASGB holds Eastern Armenian language and culture classes for students Pre-k through grade 10. Classes 

meet on Saturdays from 10:00 am - 12:30 pm in Linthicum, MD.  
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Annual Mid- Lenten Luncheon  

The Women's Guild Mid-Lenten 

lunch was held on Sunday, 

March 31st after church ser-

vices. The hall was ýlled with 

over 70 guests who enjoyed a 

wonderful afternoon with 

friends and family as they ate a 

delicious lunch of Lenten foods. 

The event was organized by 

Hrip Sivaslian and Sona Bakirci, 

and all of the food was donated 

by many of the generous Wom-

en's Guild members. Special ap-

preciation to all who donated 

and supported the event.  
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Mrs. Anna Hakobyan, wife of the Prime Minister of Armenia and President of the Board of Trustees of 

"My Step" and "City of Smiles" charitable foundations, visited the United States. On the ýrst working day 

of her visit to Washington, DC, Mrs. Hakobyan, was accompanied by H.E. Ambassador Varuzhan 

Nersesyan, Principal Deputy Librarian of the Library of Congress Mark Sweeney, and former Armenia 

and Georgia Area Specialist Levon Avdoyan, they toured The Library of Congress and viewed the collec-

tion of Armenian manuscripts, rare objects and documents displayed at the Library. 

 

Following the tour of the Library of Congress, US House Representatives Anna Eshoo and Jackie Speier 

hosted a reception at the Capitol in her honor. Also in attendance were Representative Frank Pallone Jr., 

Congressman Adam Schiff, Congressman Mike Thompson, Congressman TJ Cox, Judy Chu, Raja Krishna-

moorthi - Congressman, IL-8, Congresswoman Katherine Clark, Congressman Jeff Fortenberry, Rep. Tom 

Suozzi, Congresswoman Doris O. Matsui, and Representative Zoe Lofgren. 

 

Later that evening Mrs. Hakobyan had the opportunity to meet and interact with members of the DC 

Metro area Armenian-American community at a reception hosted by the Embassy of Armenia, supported 

by St Mary Armenian Apostolic Church, Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church ,Women's Guild and 

The Knights and Daughters of Vartan. 

 

Mrs. Anna Hakobyan Visits Washington, DC  
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On Palm Sunday April 14th, 2019, our be-

loved Women's Guild amazed the church 

community with their Easter Choreg sale. 

They always make their beautiful and deli-

cious holiday presentation very tastefully, and 

we are forever grateful for their continued 

hard work and dedication to St. Mary Church 

and the congregation.  

Women's Guild Easter Choreg Sale   

On Wednesday April 3rd and 10th, the last 

two Lenten services of a series of six were 

held at St. Mary. Mr. Ara Stepanian and 

Dn. Mark Krikorian gave a meditation con-

centrating on the last chapter of the Gospel 

of Matthew. During the entire Lenten peri-

od the parishioners and friends came to-

gether for a worship service, spiritual 

presentation and dinner with this  past 

year's theme entitled "Leading to Easter: 

Searching the Soul". 

The topic concentrated on the journey 

through Lent meditating on the last three 

chapters of the Gospel of Matthew. The season of Lent is  a season for searching the soul through the 

lenses of the people closest to Jesus in His last hours. The last three chapters of Matthew are a juxtaposi-

tion of stories. 

Lenten Service, Discussion and Dinner Series 2019  

New Addition to Our Altar  

A new Curtain Rod Cover,  was  added to our Altar and 

made possible by the craftsmanship and donation of Mr. 

Manuel Ayvazian.  

Our special thanks and gratitude to him for his hard 

work and generosity.  
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On April 24th a Wreath Laying Cer-

emony was organized by the Embas-

sy of Armenia, at the Armenian Em-

bassy "Khatchkar." Following the 

ceremony a special intercessory pray-

er of the Holy Martyrs of the Arme-

nian Genocide took place. A beauti-

ful performance by the children 

of the St. Mary Armenian Churchôs 

Shnorhali School and Soorp Khatch 

Churchôs Hamasdegh School fol-

lowed the prayer service.  

During the Palm Sun-

day weekend the 

Dean and Students 

of St. Nersess Semi-

nary visited our com-

munity. The entire 

weekend was ýlled 

with interesting ac-

tivities. The Seminar-

ians and members 

of St. Mary ACYOA 

Juniors enjoyed the 

hospitality of Souren 

and Ema Hakopian, 

who opened their 

doors for an evening of fun and fellowship for our guests. It was a great opportunity for our Juniors to 

meet the seminarians in person, mingle with them, ask them questions, and learn about their day at the 

seminary and about their future plans.  

On Saturday, the seminarians had a private tour of the Museum of the Bible and also had an opportunity 

to do additional site-seeing in Washington, DC. On Palm Sunday the Rev. Fr. Mardiros Chevian and Dean 

of St. Nersess Seminary celebrated Badarak and the Seminarians served on the altar alongside 

the St. Mary Acolytes and Deacons.  

A beautiful luncheon was organized and hosted by the St. Mary ACYOA Juniors and their parents. Our 

special honoree during the Palm Sunday luncheon was Mrs. Patricia Yeghissian, youth adviser, Sunday 

School teacher and dedicated parishioner. The ACYOA Juniors honored her with a musical performance, 

special prepared remarks, and a plague to commemorate her service to the youth of St. Mary. Our special 

appreciation went out to the ACYOA Juniors parents and teens for their dedicated hard work. 

April 24 Commemoration  

Palm Sunday at St. Mary Church  



мс 

Holy Week and Easter Sunday  

The Holy Week was fully celebrated 

at St. Mary through many moving and 

special services, which commemorated the 

dramatic events leading to the Resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ.  

On April 18, Great and Holy Thursday, 

the Divine Liturgy was celebrated in the 

evening, then the "Washing of the Feet" 

ceremony was held, which re-enacts 

Christ's humble service to his 12 disciples 

during the Last Supper. Der Hovsep cele-

brated "Gark Vodnlvai" with the children 

at the altar at St. Mary Church. Following was a  brief reception hosted by Jermen Hallajian in memory of 

her Parents, and the moving service of the Betrayal and Passion of our Lord (Khavaroom). 

The Order of the Cruciýxion of Christ and the Order of the Entombment of the Lord were held on Great 

and Holy Friday, April 19. Thank you to Asanet Hatchikoghlu for decorating Christ's tomb.  

On Easter Eve, Saturday, April 20, the Badarak was preceded by Vespers and the Scriptural readings. Der 

Hovsep celebrated the Divine Liturgy with the beautiful lilies donated by our many generous parishioners 

who decorated the sanctuary, followed by the traditional Home Blessing in the Church Hall, and a hospi-

tality table hosted by the Parish Council.  

Easter Sunday, the Feast of Glorious Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ was on April 21. It began with a 

Morning Service and Badarak celebrated by Fr. Hovsep, and attended by hundreds of people. The blessing 

of the four corners of the world, Antasdan service took place at the conclusion of the Badarak. It was fol-

lowed by lunch and egg-cracking games in the Church Hall with a beautiful reception table hosted by 

the St. Mary Shnorhali School.  

Lecture and Book Signing by Dr. Taner Akcam  

An enlightening lecture and presentation took 

place at St. Mary Church on April 26 by Dr. 

Taner Akcam on his recently published book 

"Killing Orders, Talat Pasha's Telegrams and 

the Armenian Genocide."  

Dr. Akcam, who holds the Kaloosdian and 

Mugar chair of Armenian Genocide Studies at 

Clark University, is a historian, a sociologist, 

and is one of the ýrst Turkish intellectuals to 

acknowledge and openly discuss the Armeni-

an Genocide. In his presentation, Dr. Akcam 

spoke about his newly published book which 

include variety archival evidence previously dismissed as being 'fake' in order to refute the on-going deni-

al of the Armenian Genocide. With his meticulous research he argues that the sanctioning of the genocide 

can ýnally be proven through ofýcial documents.  

Over 200 parishioners and friends enjoyed this informative presentation sponsored by Jerair Nishanian 

Foundation.  
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Holy Martyrs Day Commemoration  

A solemn commemoration of the 

Holy Martyrs of the Armenian Gen-

ocide took place at St. Mary on April 

28. The day began with the Holy Ba-

darak, then a special service com-

memorating the Holy Martyrs who 

gave their lives during the Armenian 

Genocide for their faith and for their 

homeland followed in front of the 

Khatchkar on the church plaza.  

Following the service, the Shnorhali 

School dance group presented a mu-

sical program which included the 

recitation of poems, singing songs and performance of traditional Armenian dances, thus commemorating 

the legacy that our Holy Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide left to us. Special appreciation to the dance 

instructor Nunik Nishanian for her hard work and dedication to our children and school.  

The day's Madagh was hosted by St. Mary Church Parish Council. A special prayer was also offered for the 

soul of His Beatitude Archbishop Mesrob II Mutafyan, 84th Armenian Patriarch of Constantinople, on the 

occasion of 40 day of his passing. 
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Rafý Bedrosyan, civil engineer, 

concert pianist, and author of 

Trauma and Resilience: Armenians 

in Turkey, conducted a book talk 

on May 5 at St. Mary Church, at-

tended by 40 parishioners. Mr. 

Bedrosyan has written and pub-

lished numerous articles about 

Turkish-Armenian issues and his-

tory of churches left behind in 

Turkey after 1915.  

As founder of Project Rebirth, he 

has appeared as keynote speaker in 

multiple international conferences 

related to human rights, genocide 

studies and Armenian issues.   

It has become a traditional at St. Mary to 

commemorate the Triple Holiday every May. 

This year commemoration took place on May 

12. The Triple Holiday is commemorated in 

Artsakh to celebrate three very important 

events, all of which took place on May 9: the 

anniversary of victory in the WWII, the liber-

ation of Shoushi and the anniversary of the 

establishment of the Artsakh Defense Army. 

The Badarak was celebrated by a guest clergy 

from the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 

Rev. Fr. Gabriel Vardanyan. Present were the 

Embassy staff, NKR representative Mr. Robert 

Avetisyan. A special hokehankist service was 

offered for the souls of all who gave their lives for the liberation of Artsakh.  

The memorial reception in the church hall was hosted by NKR ofýce in the US and St. Mary Parish 

Council.  

During the hokehankist the community also prayed for the soul of long time parishioner Mr. Edward 

Onanian on the occasion of his 40 day passing. 

A Book Talk - Trauma and Resilience: Armenians in Turkey  

Triple Holiday Commemorated at St. Mary  
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During the days and eve-

nings of May 17, 18 and 

19 crowds dined 

throughout our church 

hall feasting on many of 

the Armenian favorites, 

such as, kabob, pilaf, 

hommus, and pita, as 

well as our sumptuous 

homemade baked goods 

which are always a hit 

and enjoyed by our 

guests. 

St. Mary Church wishes 

to thank all of our devot-

ed hard working volunteers and loyal Armenian food lovers for making this year's Spring Food Festival a 

success.  
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St. Mary 9th Annual Armenian Spring Food Festival  

Ararat Avak Society Brunch  

The Avak Society hosted a 

Spring Brunch on Saturday, 

May 25. Community got 

together for a fellowship 

and enjoyed fabulous 

homemade Armenian 

brunch.  

The guest presenter of the 

day was Mrs. Karine Saha-

gian who made a special 

illustrated presentation 

about the forgotten Arme-

nian churches and Com-

munities of Singapore and 

India.  

Our appreciation goes to 

the Avak Society coordi-

nating committee members 

and volunteers for their 

hard work and dedication.   
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This past Memorial Day 

weekend, St. Leon Armenian 

Church in New Jersey host-

ed the General Assembly 

and Sports Weekend. Our 

ACYOA Seniors, Chairlady 

Sophia Yedigarian and Vice 

Chairman Vasken Serpekian, 

attended the General Assem-

bly on Thursday and Friday 

to represent our church. 

During the General Assem-

bly participants discussed 

and voted on important mat-

ters which will affect the 

ACYOA throughout the upcoming year.  

On Saturday and Sunday many St. Mary ACYOA Seniors participated in the sporting events, which in-

cluded basketball, volleyball, tavloo, and ping-pong. The St. Mary ACYOA Seniors were able to enjoy 

each othersô fellowship, as well as meet and spend time with other fellow Armenian Christian attendees of 

the Sports Weekend. We thank the St. Leon ACYOA Seniors for putting together a weekend of worship, 

fellowship, witness, education, and more! 

ACYOA Jr. Sports Weekend in Watertown, MA  

Hampartzoum Celebration  

The Women's Guild hosted their Hampartzoum cele-

bration on Friday, May 31st.  

This year close to 50 guests and guild members gathered 

to proudly honor Mrs. Arsaluys Bahcali for her many 

years of dedication and commitment to her church and 

community.  

A delicious catered meal from The Big Greek Cafe, 

complimented with homemade boreg and humus, was 

served.  

The evening was beautifully concluded with a special 

performance by the Shgtagh Dance Company.   
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The St. Mary Shnorhali School held it's 

year-end Hantess on two separate joy-

ous occasions. On  June 2nd , a ceremo-

ny was held for the graduating class 

followed by a joint performance 

"Hayots Lezoon" by the students of 

three grades together (Tikin Marta', 

Tikin Anushik, and Tikin Maro classes). 

The play was written and directed by 

Mrs. Edita Kalaŷyan. The Western Ar-

menian class, led by Armen and Nareg 

Boghosian, also performed beautiful 

violin solos.   

The Shnorhali School congratulates all of it's graduates of the Armenian School as well as students who 

received diplomas denoting their graduation from the Diocesan Christian education program:  Marusya 

Airumian,  Narineh Tekeyan,  Amelia Kazazian,  Sonya Sarkisian,  Anna Sarkisian,  Sosie Scott,  Aren 

Avetisyan,  Jirair Kalayjian,  Andre Alexandrian, Haig Jamgochian,  Johnny Guerigurian,  Nareg 

Boghosian,  Armen Boghosian,  Hovsep Seferian,  Arman Harutyunyan,  Ruben Karapetyan, Tommy 

Tomyan, Ashot Hovhannisyan, Ani Mkrtchyan, Karine Mikayelyan and Narineh Tekeyan.  May they con-

tinue to learn and grow in their Armenian faith, language and cultural history. 

The second Hantess was held on June 9th and included performances from  Tikin Melineh (Kindergarten), 

Tikin Anna, Tikin Gemma , and Tikin Julia's classes. The students recited beautiful programs about Arme-

nian language and cultural history. We are thankful to all of our Shnorhali teachers, parents and volun-

teers.  
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The Women's Guild Summer Kick-Off lunch 

was held at the Gordon Biersch restaurant in 

Rockville on June 1st. With 25 members in 

attendance, the women enjoyed a delicious 

lunch and dessert as they chatted about family, 

friends and summer vacations.  

At the lunch, the Executive Committee an-

nounced that the Women's Guild, through the 

support of its dedicated members, was transfer-

ring another $7,000 to the Parish Council.  

Women's Guild Summer Lunch  
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Twenty-three young adults from across the 

Eastern Diocese embarked on a 10-day tour 

of the Holy Land this month, as part of the 

Diocese's annual Young Adult Pilgrimage 

to Jerusalem.  

Traveling June 4-13, the group visited holy 

sites and locales out of biblical history, like 

Bethlehem, the Sea of Galilee, Nazareth, 

Mt. Tabor, and the Jordan River. The young 

pilgrims were also awakened to the vital 

role Armenians have played in the story of 

the Holy Land, embodied in the centuries-

old Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem.  

The group was led by the Rev. Fr. Hovsep Karapetyan and assisted by Arpi Nakashian from the Diocese.  

"This pilgrimage is designed to deepen a young adult's Armenian Christian identity as they follow in the 

footsteps of our Lord Jesus Christ," said Arpi, who is herself a native of Jerusalem. "It's an unforgettable 

experience to be immersed in the sacred history of our own people, who have lived in the Holy Land for 

centuries."  

Having now returned as Mahdesis-literally "one who has viewed death," the age-old Armenian term for a 

Holy Land pilgrim-the young adults are expected to share their experiences in their respective parishes 

across the Diocese.  

Some 300 pilgrims have participated in the Diocese's Young Adult Pilgrimage to Jerusalem over the years. 

Young Pilgrims Return from the Holy Land  

On June 29, by the incentive and invitation 

of the St. Mary Church Ararat Avak Socie-

ty, a group of women from St. Mary and 

Soorp Khatch Churches and the Armenian 

Embassy representatives visited Hillwood 

Estate, Museum and Gardens.  

Everyone enjoyed the guided tour arranged 

by Louisa Baghdasarian and delicious 

luncheon prepared by Avak Socity commit-

tee members Takuhi Hallajian, Mari 

Shafakian and Eva Shafakian, supported be 

Clara Andonian and Margie Satian. 

Hillwood remains Marjorie Post's most im-

portant legacy, and the artistry of its collections, beauty of its gardens, and graciousness of its founder 

continues to inspire. Hillwood today is vibrant with special exhibitions, programs and events, and gar-

dens displays.  

A wonderful Saturday was spent in this oasis in the heart of the nations capital. 

Special Tour to the Hillwood Estate, Museum and Gardens  
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On Sunday, July 14, St. Mary Church held a 

special Hokehankist memorial prayer service 

for the soul of H.E. Arman Kirakossian, former 

Ambassador of Armenia to the United States 

(1999-2005). The service of attended by Ambas-

sador Varuzhan Nersesyan, the Staff of the Ar-

menian Embassy and the members of the Arme-

nian community. 

Following the requiem service, Der Hovsep and 

Ambassador Nersesyan spoke during a commu-

nity gathering at the church hall. Der Hayr 

mentioned many contributions that Ambassador Kirakossian brought in his service to our Homeland as a 

politician, diplomat and scholar. In his remarks Ambassador Nersesyan acknowledged Ambassador 

Kirakossian's longtime service to the Republic of Armenia, his legacy as a great diplomat, scholar and men-

tor, and his impact on generations of young diplomats and students. 

Hokehankist for Ambassador Arman Kirakossian  

This week our devoted team of "Mahs 

Bakers" gathered with-

in St. Mary Church's kitchen to make 

mahs. Our special thanks to Lola Picker-

ing, Janet Arabian, Gulbahar Ozkayan, 

Haikouhi Koudoussian, and Takuhi 

Ozbenian who skillfully mixed the in-

gredients to make the mahs.  

The Armenian word "mahs" means a 

portion. It is blessed, unconsecrated 

bread (not Holy Communion) that is 

given to the faithful to take to those who 

were unable to share in Holy Commun-

ion. It becomes their "portion" of the 

Badarak. When you receive mahs, ex-

tend your right hand so that the small 

piece of bread can be placed on the back 

of your hand, and as you receive the mahs say "Pazheen eem Asdvadz haveedyan" (God is my portion for-

ever). 

Making Mahs   
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