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Bl essing of Pomegranates

Pomegranates wer e bl esse
“Karapetyan and Der Kaprie
Church on Sunday, Decembe
the Supreme Patriarch of
4Hi s Hol i nesGa tkhaorleakcibns Alolfme

e W

dan, introduced a new
the Pomegranates. The por
seven bi bl ical speci €
Mot her See of Holy Etchmi
centuri es, the pomegranat
Ar meni an architecture, (ol
- |l iterature and |l iturgical
life, fertility, and abundance.
Pomegranates were blessed after the Badarak an
prosperity and abundance in the year 2019.

New Year's Eve in Washington,

The Armenian com
Washington and Ba
the 2019 New Yea
Ballroom at t he
downt own Bet hesdas
350 guests attencd
they enjoyed the
tive holiday 1|ig
mar ks by Kevor k
thanked supporter
vancing the group
together both are

ri shioners. Der

ofStMar Wd sneni an Apostolic Church and Der Sarkis A
tolic Church were invited to offer their prayers
The evening's entertainers included Bartev and h
come the crowd with Armenian musi c, foll owed by
body to the dance pooour Seepltacteagdogednar t haee at
cheers, champagne, and platters of choreg and ct

hour s.



Feast of Nativity anSdMamyeophany Ce

'On Saturday, January
WBadarak began with th
After t he Badar ak,
friends enjoyed t he
Bl essing service in o
reception sponsored b
cil

On Sunday JaMarGhw r &thh
then celebrated the ¢
Birth and Baptism of
Divine Liturgy and BI

Service. We congratu
ferian, the son of A
ferian, who served a:
the Blessing of the Water. Parishioners particiocyg
with the renewing and joyous news of our Lord's
Medz Avedis! Christ is born and reveal ed. Kristo
Or hnyal e haytnutyunn Kristosi."
Foll owing the Badarak, the Ararat Avak Society c

Avak Society Nativity Luncheo

On January 6th, after our parishioners celebrate
enjoyed a festive luncheon presented by the Arar
rice pilaf, mushroom chicken, vegetables, green

ioners celebrated the holiday in a |l ovely settin



Pilgri$tageVamtan Cathedral and Visit

"On January 12th and
pari shioners and f
on an exciting j o

ropolitan Mu s e
" Yor k City tAr meing ia

A\ » €©Xxhiband onSt. Vart al

a The bus departed ea
uary 12th to the Mt
enjoyed the inspira
ous display of the
the Armenians from
to Christianity
century through their | eading role on internatio
|l i ghted how Ar menians developed their national [
they preserved and transformed their traditions

Foll owing the beautiful and uplifting time at tF
the Krichian's Gril/l restaurant in New Jersey.
On the morning of JanuaSty. 1V3ar tewme rCaoctnhee dtrrad v etloe dp
cel ebrant was Fr. Hovsep Karapetyan. The pilgri
samyan, tBé. ViVeataaof Armeni an Cathedr al and enj oy
afterward.

The entire group of pilgrims had an wuplifting an

27t h Anniversary of the Ar mddMdrayn Ar med

On Sunday, Januar
Hokehanki st prayer
St . Maryds in obsc¢
memor ation of t he
t he Ar meni an Ar me
soul s of al |-y phHt eor
sol di er s wh o sactr

freedom and Il i ber

| andt. the concl usi

and Hokehanki st S .

and friends enjoyé¢ '

table hosted by th “

and Military Attach® in the U.S.

Ambassador Varuzhan Nersesyan, Military Attach®
were present, and they expressed their wel/ wi s h
spoke about the i mportance of having a strong a
Artsakh.



On January 25 parishio8eavastyantdomgoarest be gmemer gdo

guest speaker, Hay KAao meang rachatj,ouamal stsanbuwlnd wr it
Baghdat expressed his views on the direction tha
their denialist policies regarding the Armenian
rights situation presently in Turkey and the sta
Further, he shared how his | ife was dramatically
Dink, when the Armenian community decided that t
to escort the funer al hearse in which Hrant Dink
against 200,000 people who came to the funer al t
ting in the car, when everything was done, were
of them was Garo Palian, and the other was me "
As a result of his active journalistic activitie
many after numerousydanréatseur Tadayt ¢bet 48ues hi
of national minorities in Turkey.

D

I

"
-
.
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Annual Parish Assembly

1T \The Annual Pari st
_'took place on Feb
‘Badar ak wi t h 61

members in attend
statements and r e
the organizations
-~ and approved. The
upcomi ng year wa ¢
proved. The foll o
pal s wer e el ected

|l eader ship and ot
Parish -Qaumruai ISi va

WMOnni k Sivasl!l i an,
"and Bagrat Bayburt
i ng ComnRetbteececa Bagdasari an, Robert George and (

VI adi mir Shekoyan. -Savesem&eni @ommWEDe &Rehboel cacras hB
dasari an.
We congratul ated all the newly elected ofycers a

Bi ble Study

StMar y"''s ser
Study on t his
Matt hew beg
8t h and was
weekly unt i

19t h.
Attendees e
Gospel of

t ook -@daeptim
into t he h
They entered
ma of Chri st
the birth of
duel i n t h epe
Sat an, and-
changing truths of Hi s Sermon on the Mount, t he
parabl es.




/. On February 23rd,
MWl Juniors youth grou
tripto Liberty Mo
Isyl vAnigaoup of tece
,few of t he brave
donned their snow

ACYOA Juniors Snow Tubing

down the hild!l at t
Jcent Afterwards t h
l unch and ti me of
Speci al thanks goe

ri ne Sahaki an for
. event!

Commemor ating the Pogroms of Sumg

February marked the 31st anniversary of the at
The February 1988 attacks subsequently spread
|l ati ons.

StMarAr meni an Church held a requiem service for t

t e
t C
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A Poon ParegentSaMarGhluekhati on at

On Saturday March 2nd,

hosted a wonder f ul Par
with festive hall/l decor
pi eces. Over 100 guests
‘del i cious appetizers, di
by DJ Bedro.

The Women's Guild Execut
t hankf ul to al | t hose
evening a huge success a
der f ul Armeni an traditic

Great Lent!!

Lenten Service, Di scussion and D

The yrst fnowgrhto s

series t ook
Mar cthar i shi oner s
came together f
i ce, spiritual
nner with thi
ed "Leading t
e Slohuils" .t opi c
the journey
ting on the |
e Gospel of M
Lent i's a ti
ul through hth
e cl osest t o
hour s. The | ast
Matthew are a |
ries.

Fr. Hovsep Kar al
Bagdasarian, Mr
and Mr . Eric Ashbahian presented
meditations -h. Matthew 26
Towards the end of the services and presentatio
di nner hosted and sponsored by the Par$StslharQhoounrc.i

w o+ —F o o<

o ™~ S5 TS5 — 7

©




On Wednesday,

Catholic Churc
brated and rec
ness Pope Frano
anniversary as
Roman Catholic
Der Hovsep part
bratory receptd.i
tolic Nunci at u
States oifn AWeegh
DC. On behalf o
Hayr congratul
cy Archbishop

Apostolic Nunci
Many congressmen, ambassador s,

di pl omats and othertdignevantesoabtbeatthrdedcon

| A beautiful
‘ Women' s Day l
{ commemor ati on

pl ace on Mar ch

honoring t hr ee
(Pfrom the Holy
the woman who
Jesus' cl oak,
. “wWwho anointed J
o at Bet hany anct
g8 r ophoenici an

. anRobin Darling
" Ph. D. , Associ a
s or , from The
Uni versity o f
was the guest speaker. Professor Young's present
Ar meni a", was a thought provoking repection on t
Al most 100 guest s, i ncluding many from Soorp Kh
pl enti ful Lenten lunch prepared by the Saintly
Commi ttee and a few volunteer members of the Won
Th&tMarwWomen' Guild Executive Committee was grat.
teers for their hard work and dedication to thei
Commi ttee was thankf ul to al/l those who support

cess.

M n



OQur ACYOAiheoerl sd
t heir annual
atStMar ¢hur ch 0
Mar chl615 The e
was bot h
andspiri fwalyly.i
for our yout h.
Juni or me mber s
8f or activities,
spiritual conne
jitated by Ms. Becky Bag -
dasari an, Mr . E
hian and Mr. D .
rosi an. I n t he
theparticipatad
beauti ful peace service |l ed by Der ¢élopbaihree danr pl

of thepéeinvbeour church, it seftfreucdd dmvgealnyiemdg amd the
mi nds.

The teens enjoyed pizza and snacks while they pl
fore retur n$ atgu mdoanyei nogn. Speci al thanks to Ms. B

Kal ayjdhanp droavneirnngi g ht .

On Saturday,

Hovsep Karapet
speaker at the
of Greater B a
He spoke with
their families
tian faith,

church, and t
as we prepare
The chil dren

gl ass' crafts,}
way to greet
(" Orhnetsek D
whi ch Der Ha B
"Asdevats Or h ke gEuuis B |
ceived small crosses from Jerusalem and 2019 Ar
activities, and Scripture readings for a meaning
ASGB hol ds Eastern Armenian | angkaddramnudhc glrtadree
meet on Saturda¥y2: 30 opmm1liOn 0OiIi mtmhi ¢ um, MD .




AnnuatltLdritden Luncheon

The Women' sL&nut ¢ m
|l unch was hel d (
Mar c h 31st after
Vi ces. The hall !
jlover 70 guests wl
wonder f ul aftern
friends and fami/|l
delicious lunch o
The event was or
Hrip Sivaslian an
and all of the fo
by many of the ge
en's Guild member
preciation t o al |l
and supported the
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Anna Hakobyan Visits Washin

Mr s . Anna Hakobyan, wi fe of the Prime Minister
"My Step" and "City of Smiles" charitable found:
of her Vi sit to Washington, DC, Mr s . Hakobyan,
Ner sesyan, Principal Deputy Librarian of t he Li
and Georgia Area Specialist Levon Avdoyan, they
tion of Armenian manuscripts, rare objects and c
Foll owing the tour of the Library of Congress,
hosted a reception at the Capitol in her honor.
Congressman Adam Schiff, Congressman Mi ke Thomp:
moor-tCloingr es s8BmanC,onlgr esswoman Katherine Clark, Co
Suozzi, Congresswoman Doris O. Matsui, and Repr e
Later that evening Mrs. Hakobyan had the opport

Metro ar eaAnferrmmecnainancommuni ty at a reception host
bySsMarAr meni an Apostolic Church, Soorp Khatch Ar1
The Knights and Daughters of Vartan.



Lenten Service, Di scussion and Di

On Wednesday April 3rd
two Lenten services of
held at St . Mary. Mr .
Dn. Mar k Kri korian gayv
centrating on the | ast
Jof Matt hew. During the
od the parishioners a
get her for a wor ship
presentation and di nn
.year's theme entitled
Searching the Soul ".
The topic concentrate
through Lent medi tatir
chapters of the Gospel of Matt hew. The season o
|l enses of the people closest to Jesus in His | a:
tion of stories.

Women's Guild Easter Choreg Sa

On Palm Sunday Apri
|l oved Women' s Guil d
community with thei
They always make 't h|
cious holiday presen
we are forever gr at
hard wor k an &tMaer@h aa
and the congregati ong

New Addition to Our Altar

/~ L, A new Curtain Rod Cover, W
. ' made possible by the crafts

Manuel Ayvazian.
» Our speci al thanks and gr a

wor k and generosity.



Pal m SuStMa yOhautr c h

During the Pe
day weekend
Dean and St
ofSt . Ner sess
nary visited
muni ty. The

weekend was

-~ wi th i nteres
tivities. T h e
ians and members

-

N

|« I ol =~ Wy . :"', 8 =2 < 4 ' g L'.‘_.

‘ Vil “‘ l ‘ ’E a ofStMar ACYOA

! ' 7 : Juniors enjo
[ 7{“ - i b4 ‘ : hospitality
£ g | . F i J:’ _ ,

and Ema Ha k ¢
doors for an evening of fumh wasd dehtewshoppbdboru

wh o opéerhed r

meet the seminarians in person, mi ngle with the
seminary and about their future plans.

On Saturday, the seminarians had a private tour
to do addddadaiomagWa sshiitnegt on, DC. On Palm Sunday th
ofSt . Ner sess Seminary cel ebrated Badar ak and
t htMarAcol ytes and Deacons.

A beauti ful | uncheon wasStHa gAaRdYi zAe dJ uanni do r ts0 sat@adld t bh
speci al honoree during the Palm Sunday |l uncheon
School teacher andThhedACHE¥OAdIprrosthi boerored her
speci al prepared remar ks, and a pl agSuMa rt@u rc osnpneecr

appreciation went out to the ACYOA Juniors paren

April 24 Commemorati on

oOn April 24t h a

emony was organized by the Embas
sy of Ar meni a, a
bassy "Khatchkar

ceremony a speci
er of the Holy
nian Genocide t o

ful perfor mance
oft he MErAr meni an
Shnor hal i School

Churchos Ha ma s d ¢
| owed the prayer

M p



Holy Week and Easter Sunday

The Hol vy We e k was f i
atStMartyhrough many mo
special services, whi
dramatic events | eadi
tion of Jesus Christ.
On April 18, Great a |l
~the Divine Liturgy wa
evening, then the " Wa
ceremony was h-e hdg¢t s\
Christ's humble servi
during the Last Suppe
brated " Gark Vodnl vai
at theS#Mlar@hruradh. Foll owing was a brief recepti

her Parents, and the moving service of the Betra
The Order of the Cruciyxion of Christ and the Or
and Holy Friday, April 19. Thank you to Asanet H
On Easter Eve, Saturday, April 20, the Badarak v
Hovsep cel ebrated the Divine Liturgy with the be
who decorated the sanctuary, followed by the tr a
tality table hosted by the Parish Council

Easter Sunday, the Feast of Glorious Resurrectio
Morning Service and Badarak celebrated by Fr. Ho
of the four corners of the world, Antasdan servi
| owed by | dvenrcahe kainndg eggagmes in the Church Hall wi t
t htMarSyhnor hal i School .

An enlightening | ect '

pl actMatGhurch on Ap
Taner Akcam on hi s I

"Killing Orders, Tal

t he Armenian Genocid

Dr . Ak cam, wh o hol d

Mugar <chair of Ar men

Clark University, i s i st
and is one of the vyt t o
acknowl edge and ope

an Genoci de. I'n his [ el -
spoke about his newly published book which
include variety archival evidence previ ogasilyg dd e
al of the Armeni an Ge nroecsietae.caWidtalk shihse mseatnicct u loonu sn
can ynally be proven through ofycial documents.

Over pa0 0 s hainodn efrrsi ends enjoyed t iponisofr@dmatyi vlee ry

Foundati on.
MC



A sol emn commemor a
Holy Martyrs of the
ocide took place at . Mary on April

28. The day began w
dar ak, then a spec
memor ating the Holy
gave their | ives du
Genocide for their
homel and foll owed i
Khatchkar on the <c¢ch
Foll owing the servi
School dance group
< sical program whic
recitation of poems, singing songs and perfor man
the | egacy that our Holy Martyrs of the Armeni al
i nstructor Nuni k Nishanian for her hard work and
The day' s Mada§tMaw@lsu motstRar ibyh Council. A speci
soul of HAscBkeashopdMBMesrob |1 Mutafyan, 84th Arm
occasion of 40 day of his passing.

Holy Martyrs Day Commemorati on

MT
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A BookTTaubkka and Resilience: Ar meni

Rafy Bedrosyan,

concert piani st
Trauma and Resi
i n Tur key, cond

on MayStBlar@hur cl
tended by 40 p
Bedrosyan has
l i shed numer Ou s
Tur kArsrheni an i s
tory of chur chg
Turkey after 19
As founder of
has appeared as
mul tiple intern
related to huma
studies and Armeni an

Triple Holiday S@wamnye mor ated at

w It has become SaMattya d i

i ssues.

commemor ate the Triple
~ This year commemorati on
12. The Triple Holiday
- Artsakh t o celebrate t
event s, al | of which to
~anniversary of victory
cation of Shoushi and t
establi shment of the AT
The Badarak was <cel ebr a
from the Mot her See of
Rev. Fr . Gabri el Var dan

Embassy staff, NKR repr

Avetisyan. A speci al h c
of fered for the souls of all who gave their |I|ive
The memori al reception in the church ®tMbFIPrawa ss hl
Counci l

During the hokehankist the community also praye
Onanian on the occasion of his 40 day passing.

My



StMar9t h Annual Armenian Spring Foo

During the
ni ngs of Mal

19 crowds
t hroughout

hal l feast.
t he Ar meni a
such as, K
hommus, an (
wel | as ou

homemade ba &
which are ¢4
and enjoye
guest s.
StMar@hur ch
to thank al. NN T LA

ed hard working volunteers and | oyal Armenian f
success.

Ararat Avak Society Brunch

The Avak Societ
Spring Brunch o

May 25. Commun
together for a
cand enjoyed 1
homemade Ar me
brunch.

The guest prese
day was Mr s. K a
gian who made
il lTustrated p

about the forgo
ni an churches

munities of Sir
I ndi a.

"Our appreciatic
t he Av ak Soci e

nating committe
and vol unteers
hard work and d




Sports Weekend in Water

Thi s past M
weekernd, Leon
Church i n Ne
ed t he Gener
and Sports

ACYOA Senior
Sophia Yedi gid
Chairman VasK
attended the
bly on Thurs
t o represent
During the G
bl vy particip
and voted on
ters whi ch wi | | af fect t he

ACYOA throughout the upcoming year.

On Saturday andtM&uACdYaO/A nvaemnyi or s participated in

cluded basketball, v-pb hegydtdhakeACYQQA | S®ni carnsd wd rney
each othersod6 fellowship, as well as meet and spe
the SportWeWebkhedshdt heon ACYOA Seniors for putti
fell owship, witness, education, and mor e!

Hampartzoum Cel ebration

The Women's Guild hosted tF
bration on Friday, May 31st.
This year c¢close to 50 guest :
('to proudly honor Mr s . Ar s al
years of dedication and com
e communi ty.

A delicious catered meal f
~complimented with homemade
Hserved.

@The evening was beautifully
performance by the Shgtagh I

H N
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Shnor halii School End of Year Hantess,

Th8tMarShnor hal i Scho
ye&md Hantess on t wc
ous oc®O©adupnpes2adcere
ny was held for t he
foll owed by a j oin
"Hayot s Lezoon" by
three grades toget h
Ti kin Anushik, and T
The play was writter
Mr s . EditdhKaWagy &m.n
meni an <c¢l ass, l ed by
Boghosi an, al so per

olin solos.
e Shnorhali School congratul ates all of i t's ¢
ceived diplomas denoting their graduat iManr ufsryaar
rumNanj neh Tanedy)y an , K&payghbarsaArkn a i aarSkoiss iea AJceont t
et i syiarnai r KAan caryg | &dhegekandr iJamgloochhnimayn , GueNamge g i
ghosArame,n BogHhowseam, SAfmanamar uRybegaikKarapetya
myan, Ashot Hovhannisyan, Ani Mk r t ¢ h yMaany, tkKhaeryi nc
nue to | earn and grow in their Armenian faith,
e second Hantess was Ipelrd oo mahTcirelsi & tribentainme h n(c K
kin Anna, Tikin Gemmd&he snddEinkisnregulita@ds belaas
an | anguage afvée aeauketaohankhust ooy .all of our Sh
er s.

Women's Guild Summer Lunch

e Women's Gui HdOod f S

5

s held at the Gorog n
ckville on June 135

tendance, t he WO M§ .

hch and dessert as :;ngieruh ' Iy,
iends and summer v

the | unch, the E . [ P 4

unced that the Wom . 13 "l "

pport of its dedic i‘ er -

ng a$n7o,tOhOeOrt he Par i s



Young Pilgrims Return from the

' i Twentthyr ee young adul ts
Eastern Diocesedaynbtao k
-~ of the Holy Land this
Di ocese' s annual Youn
to Jerusal em.
TravelinngB,Junme 4group
. sites and | ocales out
Bet hl ehem, t he Sea of
Mt . Tabor, and the Jor
pilgrims were also aw
rol e Armenians have pl
~ the Holy Land, emb-odi
ol d Armenian Patriarcht

The group was |l ed by the Rev. Fr. Hovsep Karapet
"This pilgrimage is designed to deepen a young
footsteps of our Lord Jesus Christ," said Arpi,
experience to be i mmersed in the sacred history
centuries. "

Having now r et ulrintear alsl yMa"halrees i wyh o fod sd VAiremeend ache a

Holy Land hpi lypuinmg adults are expected to share
across the Diocese.
Some 300 pilgrims have participated in the Dioce

Special Tour to the Hillwood Estate

On June 29, by the :
of $tMarGhurch Ar ar afSsel
ty, a group &tMaw a mes
Soorp Khatch Churc
Embassy representat
Estat e, Museum and
Everyone enjoyed th
by Loui sa Baghdasé
l uncheon prepared b
t ee me mber s Takuh?
Shafakian and Eva S
Clara Andonian and | P
Hill wood remains Marjorie Post's most i m-

portant | egacy, and the artistry of its collect
continues to inspire. Hi ll wood today 1is vVvibrant
dens displ ays.

A wonder f ul Saturday was spent in this oasis in
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Hokehankist for Ambassador Ar man

On Sunday , StMaurrl@gyhut 4 h hel
speci al Hokehanki st me n
for the soul of H. E. Ar
Ambassador of Ar meni a t
(192®05). The service of
sador Varuzhan Nersesya
meni an Embassy and the 1
nian community.
Foll owing the requiem s
Ambassador Nersesyan sp
nity gathering at t he
mentioned many contributions that Ambassador Kir

politician, di pl omat and schol ar . I n hi s remar
Kirakossian's |l ongtime service to the Republic o
tor, and his impact on generations of young di pl
This week our devoted team of " Mahs

Bakers™ gat her ed wi t h-

i StMar@hurch's kitchen to make

mahs. Our speci al thanks to Lola Picker -

I ng, Janet Arabi an, Gul bahar Ozkayan,

Hai kouhi Koudoussi an, and Takuhi

Ozbenian who skillfully mixed the in-

gredients to make the mahs.

The Armenian word "mahs"” means a
portion. It i s bl essed, unconsecrated
bread (not Hol vy Communi on) t hat i s

given to the faithful to take to those who
were unable to share in Holy Commun-

i on. It becomes their "portion" of t he
Badar ak. When you receive mahs, e X -

tend your right hand so that t he small

piece of bread can be placed on the back

of your hand, and as you receive the mahs say "F
ever).



