[ Lesson

Unit Four: The Church Family: Being Together
~ We Listen to Gods Word .

We Speak to God

Thank you, God, for the beautiful gift you gave us in
the words we find in the Holy Bible. They are truly like
a lamp that lights our way. Thank you for the Gospel
writers who remembered all you did and wrote about
it with the help of the Holy Spirit. +Hanoon Hor yev
Vortvo yev Hokvooyn Srpo. Amen.

Uunmwu dwom Gy Let's Talk

1. Some people told stories
about Jesus. Some wrote
them down. The written
stories appear in the Bible.
Why did they want to write
their stories?

2. How many parts does the
Bible have?

3. What is the Armenian
name for the Bible?

(Look for the answers on the next page.
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ListenktoRThis

Danny’s father took him to church every
Sunday before taking him to the Sunday
School class. One Sunday, Danny noticed
that the deacon was holding up a special
book. It was covered with a velvet cloth and
decorated with silver threads. The deacon
held it high and walked around the altar.
Danny wondered what kind of a book it
was? “It must be very special,” he thought.
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As they left church, Danny asked about this
special book. His father replied, “That book is the Gospel Book. There are
stories in it about Jesus’ life, written by his followers who loved him.”

Danny thought about the book with its silver threads. It is really special!

Here are the answers:

1. Jesus’ followers wrote down
their stories so the people
would never forget about him.
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2. The Bible has two major parts —
the Old Testament and the New
Testament.
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3. The Armenian name for the
Bible is Asdvadzashoonch. This
word means “Breath of God.”
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In the Old Testament, it is written that we must obey the Lord’s com-
mandments and must not think that we are better than anyone else.
If we obey his commandments, we will please him.

Deuteronomy 17:19-20
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The Old Testament contains many books.
The first book is called Genesis. It tells us
how God created the universe. The last
books in the Old Testament are called The
Prophets. The prophets reminded the people
of their duty to obey God. Isaiah was one of
the great prophets.

God promised that he would send his son

Jesus to remind us of his great love for us and

to teach us to love one another. The New Testament is the story of Jesus. It
begins with the Gospel of St. Matthew.

God speaks to us during the Divine Liturgy every Sunday through Bible
passages from the Old and the New Testaments.

Armenian

Before the deacon reads from the Gospel, the choir and deacon remind the congregation

Deacon:  Broskhoomeh People: Aseh Asdvadz.
(Pay attention) God is speaking

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, four of Jesus’ followers, wrote about Jesus’ life and teachings.
These writings are called gospels. Gospel means “good news” or, in Armenian, “avedis.” The
gospels give us the good news about Jesus.

These four books are placed, as one collection, on the
main altars of all Armenian churches.

When the deacon reads from the Gospel Book, he
faces the congregation and holds the book high, cov-
ering his face. Do you wonder why?

This is so we listen to the words of the Gospel and
not be distracted by the person doing the reading.

At the end of the Badarak, the congregation comes to
kiss the Gospel Book. In this way, we leave church and
go out into the world with God’s word on our lips.
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Meet the writers of the gospels. They are called evangelists. Evangelists teach and spread

the words of Jesus.
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For My Family

ShanincdOudFaith

The children have been learning about the sacred objects on
the Holy Altar and, today, in particular, about the book called
the Avedaran or Gospel Book. This book contains the four gospels, the most
important books of the Bible. Every Sunday, the deacon reads to us from this
book. We say in wonder and prayer: ‘God speaks!" (Aseh Asdvadz) Your child
made a miniature Gospel book.
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1. Encourage your child to share the brief biographies of the evangelists in their
little Gospel book.

2. Review the responses made by the deacon and the choir before readings from
the Holy Scriptures.

3. Encourage your child to share what he or she learned about the Bible today.




