heart fo Heart

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.
These commandments that | give you today are to be upon your hearts.
Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home
and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get
up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.
Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.

Who Am [? Who Are We?

Lesson 5

Deuteronomy 6:4-9

The Jewish Path

Judaism derives its name from Judah, the great-grandson of the
patriarch Abraham, Judah was also the name of one of the 12 tribes
of Israel and the name of the southern Kingdom (the northern was
Israel) where Jerusalem was capital. The story of the origins of the
Jewish faith is found in the Old Testament. We know it well as the
founding patriarch Abraham is an important person in not only
our story but for the Muslims as well.

You can read about the story of the founding patriarchs in the Book of Genesis, and Abraham’s especially in
Genesis 12 — 50.

Abram and Sarai (they were renamed later by God) were inhabitants of Haran, a city in ancient Mesopotamia,
in the land of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in what is now Iraq.

e Read Genesis 12: 1-5 to see how it all began.

1. What command and promises does God give Abraham?
2. Would you rather be blessed or be a blessing?

So Abram doesn’t fool around. He leaves immediately, taking everything with him. And he’s no youngster, is he?
At 75, even in the era of legendary long lives (he lives to be 175-Genesis 25:7), Abram faced an arduous journey
in a caravan of camels and donkeys, carting all his worldly possessions and taking all the people of his household.
When Abram reaches his destination, God made a covenant (sacred agreement) with him, renaming him Abraham,
which literally means “father of all nations.” God foresces descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and
makes circumcision the marlk of all who will be considered his “chosen nation or people.” Abraham, his son Isaac,
grandson Jacob and great grandson Joseph and their families undergo many trials and adventures — they are some of



the most well-known stories in the Bible. Eventually the great patriarch
Moses is called to free the Jews from their masters in Egypt, and the Jews
are led into the Promised Land by Joshua. Now in Canaan, the settlers
were led first by a series of Judges and then by kings: Saul, Solomon and,
finally, David. After the death of Solomon, the kingdom split into two,
the larger and more powerful Israel in the north and Judah in the south.
The northern kingdom was destroyed in 722 BC by the Assyrians. In
586 BC, Judah was attacked by the Babylonians, destroying the Temple
in Jerusalem and deporting most of Judah's inhabitants. It was during
this exile that the Jewish religion took shape, as the exiles had to define
their national religion without a nation.

In 539, the Babylonian Empire fell to the Persians, and the exiles
recurned home. The Temple was rebuilt only to be disrespected by

the Romans who installed an altar of Zeus, inspiring the Maccabean
rebellion in 167 BC led by Matthias Maccabee and his son Judah.
This was crushed by Rome in 63 BC after which Jewish life shifted
beyond Jerusalem. Like Armenians, the Jews were frequently victims
of persecution. Ultimately, in response to the horrific Holocaust
perpetrated by the Germans in WWII, a Jewish homeland was
established in the State of Israel in 1948.

Judaism has branched into far fewer subdivisions than Christianity,
soit’s a lot easier to learn the differences (easier; not easy!). The three
main branches of Judaism in North America are the Orthodox,
Conservative, and Reform.

The Orthodox follow the ancient Jewish traditions the closest. In
worship, men and women are separated. The men wear a yarmulke
or skull cap, prayer shawl, and the tefillin — the small leather pouches
of Scripture that are worn on the forehead and arms. Kosher dietary
laws are strictly adhered to. On the Sabbath, no work is permitted—to
such an extent that, for example, light switches cannot be turned on.
The Torah is extremely important and its study obligatory. All of the o e
Hebrew Bible, as well as Jewish commentaries such as the Talmud are ! ——
also held in high esteem. They believe a divine emissary in the person
of a messiah will eventually come to redeem the world.

Conservative Jews have modified strict Orthodoxy; men and women sit together
during worship and are more flexible in applying modern circumstances to
traditional laws and practices. They do follow kosher dietary laws.

The Reform branch is the most liberal, looking to the Torah as authoritative but
flexible in applying modern life to traditional understandings. Rather than a
personal Messiah, they believe in a messianic age to come when God’s total rule
will be realized. They do not generally follow kosher dietary laws.







